THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINIONS      247
mittee and report stages is imitated more or less closely. Chapter
and tlie standing orders follow in principle the rules of    	[_
the House of Commons; even in tlie Irish Free State
the divergences are not fundamental, and, while the
speech from the throne has been abandoned, some
substitute has been attempted in a declaration of
ministerial policy. The formal ceremonial, which is an
inheritance from the earliest days in Canada, has not
been relased; rather it has been preserved and de-
veloped in the laudable desire to impress on legislators
and the public alike the serious character of their
functions.
The Governor-General or Governor has the right to
summon, prorogue, and dissolve Parliament under the
Constitution Acts, though the Letters Patent even of
Canada in 1931 still give the power as if de novo. In
such action he must be governed by ministerial advice;
if he feels that a dissolution is essential, as in New South
Wales in 1932, he must dismiss the ministry before he
acts, so that he can have a new ministry to advise him.
The Premier may advise and the Governor act, even
against the wishes of the Cabinet, as in the same State
in 1927. There too in 1911, when the Assembly refused
to adjourn, he had to prorogue, because he could find
no ministry able to relieve his advisers of their task.
His power to dissolve is dependent in the Irish Free
State on the Executive Council possessing the con-
fidence of the Dail; in that case he has no discretion.
He is bound also in law by the rule of annual sessions;
where, as in the Cape during the Boer war, this is vio-
lated, his action must ex post facto be validated. But,
though Parliament must meet, it need not be allowed
to do any business, though this is normally impracti-

